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Objectives 

• This study explores potential ways to make tropical forest monitoring 
more inclusive, effective, sustainable, and transparent by 
constructively involving youth in tropical countries.  

• Using three case studies from Malaysia and Indonesia, it identifies 
some potential key successes and limiting factors in order to better 
facilitate scaling-up. 

• The study informs a roadmap for the application of innovative forest 
technologies in the Asia-Pacific region, currently being developed by 
FAO and CIFOR.  
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Conclusions 

• The three case studies demonstrated multiple ways to use satellite 
technology depending on: 
• the primary objectives (e.g. improving law enforcement, disseminating 

information for advocacy, or developing more accurate maps),  

• the target user groups (e.g. forest rangers, law enforcers, or university 
students), and  

• the beneficiaries (such as local communities, governments, and the general 
public).  

• When empowered with the right technologies and enabling factors, 
youth can be a positive force in monitoring and tackling tropical 
deforestation. 

 



Recommendations 
• Funding and resources from various actors can be allocated to activities 

that support identified enabling factors. 

• Expanding the communities of practice and capacity-building activities 
beyond national borders could accelerate technology adoption at the 
regional level. 

• Addressing constraints, especially issues with data interpretation, is crucial. 

• The following recommendations may be relevant to existing youth groups 
planning to expand their use of satellite technology:  
• expand the user base beyond the pilot phase (e.g. rural youth in Urundata 

campaigns, indigenous communities in Hutanwatch and GFW),  
• expand geographic coverage (e.g. Urundata could be expanded to cover other 

Indonesian provinces)  
• strengthen participation and collaboration with established institutions to share data 

and expertise.  
• conduct stakeholder mapping and rapid prototyping at regular intervals  

 


